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Welcome   to   2020   in   the   Ngāhere   team!     We   are  
looking   forward   to   a   wonderful   year   of   teaching   and  
learning.  
 
Term   1   is   important   for   setting   classroom   rules   and  
establishing   learning   routines.    This   term   we   will   be   focusing  
on   our   routines   and   becoming   familiar   with   our   school   day.  
We   are   also   working   on   getting   to   know   each   other   in   the  
class,   to   establish   our   classroom   community.   

This   year   the   Ngāhere   teaching   team   looks   quite   different.   We  
have   five   new   team   members   -   Whaea   Sam,   Whaea   Grace,  
Whaea   Michaela,   Whaea   Lyn   and   Whaea   Sheryn   (release  
teacher)   joining   Whaea   Katy   and   Whaea   Hannah   in   our  
Ngāhere   learning   spaces.   At   the   end   of   Term   1,   Whaea   Sam  
and   Whaea   Lyn   and   their   classes,   will   move   to   the   remodelled  
Karamu   and   Rata   spaces,   spreading   Ngāhere   out   as   we   grow.  
 
LEARNING   THROUGH   PLAY  
We   will   be   continuing   with   our   Learning   through   Play   from  
9.20   to   11am   each   morning.   We   believe   that   play   has   a   vital  
role   in   a   child’s   development.   Play   is   a   natural   part   of   a   child’s  
life.   Through   play   children   learn   many   skills   that   will   set   them  
up   for   deeper   learning   later   on   in   their   schooling.   While  
children   play   they   are   learning   how   to   solve   problems,  
manage   themselves,   make   decisions,   communicate   their  
thoughts   clearly,   share   and   negotiate   with   others…..the   list  
goes   on.   While   students   are   learning   through   play,   individuals  
and   small   groups   of   children   will   be   given   guided   instruction  
and   lessons   in   reading   and   maths.   
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STATIONERY   
Thank   you   to   those   of   you   who   have   purchased   your   child's  
stationery.   Please   ensure   to   purchase   the   bits   at   the   bottom   of  
the   list   too.   We   appreciate   you   name-labelling   all   their   books  
and   belongings   before   bringing   these   to   school.  
 
LIBRARY  
Please   make   sure   your   child   has   a   library   bag   packed   so  
they   can   get   books   out   and   take   them   home.   Children   may  
borrow   two   books   at   a   time   and   books   are   lent   for   a   two  
week   period.  
 
                    NGĀHERE   LIBRARY   DAYS  

Totara:       Monday   &   Tuesday  
Ti   Kouka        Wednesday   &   Friday  
Mahoe:        Wednesday   &   Friday  
Kahikatea:     Tuesday   &   Wednesday  
Kanuka:       Tuesday   &   Wednesday  
Kokaha:         Tuesday   &   Wednesday  

 
SCHOOL   UNIFORM   
Please   remember   that   the   correct   wearing   of   the   school   uniform   is   compulsory.   Our  
policy   is   'no   hat,   no   play'   for   terms   1   and   4.   If   there   are   any   issues   please   send   a   note.  
Please   name   all   items   clearly.    The   lost   property   box   is   outside   our   Ngāhere   space.  
 
MORNING   TEA   AND   LUNCH   PLAY  
At   Addington   Te   Kura   Taumatua   our   morning   tea   and   lunch   times   start   with   play   first.  
So   morning   tea   and   lunch   kai   (food)   will   be   eaten   at   the   end   of   school   play   times.   We  
have   found   the   students   are   then   more   settled   and   ready   for   learning   after   their   breaks.  
 
FONTERRA   MILK   IN   SCHOOLS  
From   now   on,   we   will   pour   milk   into   cups   for   students   to   drink   from.   We   would  
appreciate   it,   if   your   child   is   wanting   milk   at   school,   to    send   a   named   “cup”   each   day  
in   their   lunch   box .   After   your   child   has   had   their   milk   they   will   rinse   their   cup   and   pop  
it   back   in   their   lunchbox   for   a   more   thorough   washing   at   home.  
 
ASSEMBLIES   -   PRINCIPAL   COMMENDS   
Principal   Commend   Awards   (ABC’s)   will   be    given   out   at   full   school   assemblies   in   the  
school   hall.   Full   school   assemblies   will   be   held   Fridays   fortnightly,   on   ‘odd’   term   weeks.  
Ngāhere   assemblies   will   be   held   Thursdays   fortnightly,   on   ‘even’   term   weeks   and   will  
be   held   in   the   Ngāhere   learning   space.   All   assemblies   commence   soon   after   9am.  
 



HOME   LEARNING   
Starting   within   the   next   few   weeks,   your   child   will   bring   home   some   homework   to  
complete.   This   includes   a   reading   book   and   other   activities   such   as   those   that   focus   on  
learning   basic   vocabulary   or   spelling   and   alphabet   letter   sounds.   
 
RUBBISH   FREE   LUNCHES   
We   encourage   our   children   to   have   lunches   that   are   rubbish   free   and   healthy.   This  
means   providing   reusable   snack   and   sandwich   containers.   Any   organic   waste   goes  
into   our   school   compost   and   wrappers   will   come   home   in   your   child’s   lunchbox.  
 
ABSENCES  
Please   remember   school   begins   at   8.55am   and   all   children   are   expected   to   be   at  
school   at   this   time.   If   your   child   is   going   to   be   late   or   away   for   the   day   please   contact  
the   school   to   let   us   know.   On   return   to   school,   please   supply   your   child   with   a   note  
explaining   their   absence.   This   is   a   legal   requirement   and   it   assists   us   with   the  
balancing   of   our   register.   We   are   quite   happy   to   take   a   verbal   explanation   from   an   adult  
if   you   have   forgotten.   This   also   applies   to   any   time   your   child   is   late.  
 
PARENT   HELPERS  
Thank   you   to   those   parents   who   have   already   offered   their   assistance.   Please   let   us  
know   if   you   are   able   to   help   at   school   at   any   point.   This   can   range   from   a   regular  
commitment   (assisting   in   the   classes,   listening   to   children   read,   putting   away   books,  
etc)   to   assisting   on   occasions,   such   as   coming   on   trips   throughout   the   year.   All   help   is  
welcome   and   appreciated   in   whatever   form.  
 
QUESTIONS   /   CONCERNS  
We   are   more   than   happy   to   talk   to   you   before   or   after   school.   For   matters   that   may  
need   a   longer   discussion   –   please   pop   in   or   email   to   arrange   a   time.  
 
Warm   Regards,  
Ngāhere   teachers  
 

Katy.craib@addington.school.nz  
Grace.kaneporter@addington.school.nz  
Michaela.suttie@addington.school.nz  
Hannah.krijnen@addington.school.nz  
Samantha.browning@addington.school.nz  
Lyn.petch@addington.school.nz  
Sheryn.follero@addington.school.nz  
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